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Eugene Willging 


Harper Prize Novel Contest Winner 


Sinclair, Jo. Wasteland. Harper. Feb. 13, 1946. 
$2.50. 


Since most are morbid enough fascinated 
the secret sins and inner peculiarities our fellow-men, 
Wasteland, winner the Harper Prize Novel Contest, 
will undoubtedly register sufficient sales appeal justify 
its selection the winner. This reviewer, however, 
has interest, and shows certain originality, but 
not healthy novel. 


Wasteland almost entirely series monologues. Jake 
Brown, under the pressure psychiatrist, talks through 
his own past and that his family, order come 
understanding them and himself, thereby shed- 
ding himself the complexes that are making his life 
wasteland. the background the impersonal psychi- 
atrist, peering through his steel-rimmed spectacles every 
chapter, inducing Jake face the past, and giving 
occasional glimpse his clinical notes. device 
self-analysis not exactly new device, but here 
strictly date. The style the jerky, awkward, ex- 
plosive style man remembering aloud things and 
people has been trying forget. chapter 
separate interview the office the psychiatrist, and 
each Jake attacks different angle different person 
his past. Gradually comes understanding 
them means his self-analysis, and does another 
complex dropped. emerges from the ordeal 
untrammeled personality. 


The family, after arriving from Russia, had changed the 
family name from Braunovitz Brown; Jake had, the 
beginning his career photographer for newspaper, 
chosen known Jack. lived constant fear 


that his associates would discover his nationality, that 
lived the Jewish quarter with his immigrant parents. 
him every member his family was queer, and each 
different way; was ashamed them. His father 
was stingy, scholarly, religious and cynical merchant; 
his mother pitiable, frustrated, beaten woman; his one 
brother, having held one good job for short time, had 
contented himself with ambitionless mediocrity; the eldest 
sister, Sarah, married man she did not love, and was 
raising pair sons whom Jake saw his own wasteland 
beginning reappear; Roz, the second sister, married, 
divorced, made very good living for herself none 
respectable occupation; Deborah 
youngest the family, alone the entire lot them 
assumed some responsibility the home, took over what 
her brothers ought have been doing, achieved small 
success writer, and was Lesbian. 


Jake’s symptoms were excessive drinking, the fact that 
could not live away from home despite his feelings 
shame and hatred toward the family, and that took 
pictures often for his own satisfaction and kept them 
private collection unknown even his best friends. 
was actually love with woman older than himself, but 
unconsciously looked her for mother love—as looked 


One one re-evaluates the relationship with the 
family and with his friends. goes back into the past, 
fastening incidents that seem him trivial, but 
the psychiatrist are very important. One such incident, 
very important, seems, throughout, his function the 
youngest son read the questions the Seder; and when 
his place taken, because his absence, Debby, 
experiences strong resentment. 
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talks himself through his various problems, ine 
slowly comes understanding the true reasons for 
his wasteland. the center his trouble the fact 
that has been chained his inability pay off his 
father’s debt his mother, who unsatisfied, unful- 
filled woman. Only when comes recognize the 
debt someone else’s able cast off his mother, 
every man must, and free himself from the unconscious 
struggle has been going through. Debby’s strangeness, 
her masculinity, nothing more than the natural result 
her forced asumption man’s place the family. 
Roz, who has escaped different way, is, her own 
way, self-respecting and generous person. Sarah, and 
Jake’s nephews, Sig, his brother, all them find release 
the solution Jake’s difficulties with himself. his 
complexes drop from him adopts new and natural, 
uninhibited attitude toward all them. 


This the story brief, but even this brief sufficient 
indicate the trend the plot and the direction the 
thought upon which based. There are the usual 
Freudian undercurrents, the Oedipus complex, and the 
materialistic morality. Shame something out the 
past, for man has anything ashamed of. “Wrong. 
discussed that word before. It’s rarely wrong 
thing you really want do. Something you know 
for you, matter what might said about 
the psychiatrist tells 100. Or, right what you 
want because you want it. 


This attitude, and the repeated use the Sacred Name, 
prevent any recommedation the book, with the pos- 
sible exception those who might have professional 
interest clinical psychiatry. 

Charles Denecke, 


Woodstock 
Woodstock, Maryland 


* x * 


Schimberg, Albert The Great Friend: Frederick 
Bruce. Jan. 15, 1946. 


The first life Frederick Ozanam English was written 
Kathleen O’Meara 1878. Since her book out 
print, new full-length biography one the most re- 
markable men the nineteenth century was certainly 
called for. Mr. Schimberg, the editor the Catholic 
Herald Citizen Milwaukee, has attempted fill this 
need. His work was also labor love, tribute the 
Founder the Society St. Vincent Paul one who 
has been Vincentian for more than twenty years. 


the opening chapter introduces the devout 
Catholic parents, who brought fourteen children into the 
world, and describes the peace and tranquillity that sur- 
rounded Ozanam during his early years Milan, where 
was born 1813, and Lyons where spent most 
his boyhood. The second chapter treats length 
the temptation against his faith which Ozanam was 
subjected 1830. came forth from this severe ordeal, 
however, stauncher Catholic than before, and resolved 
dedicate his talents the defense the Church. 
this resolution remained faithful the end, for even 
his historical works primarily apologist. Though 
only seventeen the time gave earnest his 
sincerity his vigorous denunciation new type 
Christianity then being propagated under the name 
Saint-Simonism. 
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Three chapters are devoted his life Paris from 1831 
1836, where his father’s request studied law, while 
the side attending lectures literature and history 
which was more inclined. There came contact 
with men who exerted profound influence upon his 
subsequent career: Lacordaire, Montalembert, Lamen- 
nais, Chateaubriand, and the famous mathematician, 
with whom boarded. 1833, the age 
twenty, founded the Society St. Vincent Paul 
with which his name indissolubly linked. 
answer the challenge the skeptics: “In past cen- 
turies Christianity did marvelous things. But what 
doing for mankind now?” 


the.seventh and eighth chapters are again the 
home Frederick’s parents. The sorrow which their 
death him was lightened somewhat his mar- 
riage the daughter the rector the University 
Lyons where was teaching commercial law. The mar- 
riage proved most happy one. Amélie Soulacroix 
provided her frail and introspective husband with the 
sympathy and encouragement that needed. this 
point Mr. Schimberg interrupts the chronological order 
events give the principal contents Ozanam’s writ- 
ings which fill eleven volumes. 


The study and teaching law was far from congenial 
Ozanam. Hence eagerly accepted opportunity 
become professor history and literature the Sor- 
bonne. The remaining chapters are therefore concerned 
with the second period his residence Paris. was 
then the height his intellectual powers, and his 
knowledge the languages and cultures Western 
Europe well ancient Greece, Rome and Palestine 
made him justly famous. During these years wrote, 
talked, and took active part the political, social, eco- 
nomic, and religious questions that troubled France 
the 1830’s and urging his fellow-Catholics 
reconciled with the Republic, and remedy the grave 
injustice being done the laboring classes anticipated 
almost half century the pronouncements Leo XIII. 
But his tireless devotion research, the preparation 
his lectures, and especially his beloved poor sapped his 
feeble strength and brought about his death 1853 
the comparatively early age forty. Few men have ac- 
complished much short span time. 


Like all who have written about Frederick Ozanam, Mr. 
Schimberg heavily indebted Kathleen O’Meara. 
fact, omit the information that gives about the 
spread the Society St. Vincent Paul and the 
recent progress Ozanam’s cause canonization, there 
little that cannot found her book. has not 
kept abreast all the pertinent periodical literature. For 
example, had been familiar with Souvay’s article 
the Catholic Historical Review (1933) would have 
been able give more critical evaluation Ozanam 
historian. His treatment the complex problems 
which Ozanam was involved far from satisfactory. 
times puts the text statements and facts which 
would more appropriate footnote. The definitive 
biography Ozanam, that fulfills all the requirements 
modern historical criticism, remains written. 


might expect from veteran newspaper editor the 


style very readable. The chapter, “Lord, come”, giv- 
ing account Ozanam’s last days earth, worthy 
the highest praise. Schimberg’s book will undoubtedly 
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very popular, and deservedly so, for Frederick Ozanam’s 
life inspiration the people the twentieth cen- 
tury was those the nineteenth century. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Mt. St. Alphonsus, Esopus, 


* * * 


burg. Two Volumes. Dodd, Mead. xxi, 395p, and vii, 
439p. $7.50. 


Meredith, Roy. Mr. Lincoln’s Camera Man: Mathew 
Brady. Scribners. Feb. 11, 1946. xvi, 368p. $7.50. 


entirely satisfactory life Abraham Lincoln has long 
been badly wanted. Putting aside the almost innumerable 
brief “lives” the “campaign biography” type and the 
fewer—but still too numerous—volumes vitriolic and 
blindly prejudiced criticism, there are, course, several 
estimable one-volume biographies, special Nathaniel 
Wright Stephenson’s Lincoln (1922). But career 
cannot adequately presented single volume. 


John Nicolay and John Hay their Abraham Lincoln: 
History (10 vols., 1890), and Carl 
Abraham Lincoln vols., 1926-1939), have produced 
full-length biographies. But the Nicolay-Hay work (valu- 
able immense repository facts) imbued with 
its authors’ hero-worship their subject times 
untrustworthy; while Mr. Sandburg’s volumes (remarkable 
for their sincere and moving eloquence) form epic 
prose rather than sober-sided, critical story human 
life. 


So, down less than twenty years ago, might said 
Lincoln what John Bach McMaster wrote Washing- 
ton, His true biography still prepared. 


last, however, are well the way toward having 
complete life Lincoln that will come the de- 
mands scientific historical scholarship. 


Former Senator Albert Beveridge made notable begin- 
ning the work with his Abraham Lincoln vols., 
1928). But Beveridge died 1928, before had com- 
pleted his second volume. The last event narrated 
him the Lincoln-Douglas debate held Alton, 
October 15, 1858. Yet, though but fragment what 
had been planned, Beveridge’s Lincoln stands alone 
the one almost entirely satisfactory full-length account 
the sixteenth President’s pre-Civil War career. 


Now James Randall, professor history the Uni 
versity Illinois, has published the first two volumes 
his Lincoln the President, which may well serve 
worthy continuation Beveridge’s unfinished master- 
piece. This not say that Professor Randall has de- 
signed his volumes mere sequel those Beve- 
ridge. does not, fact, altogether agree with some 
the latter’s conclusions, and questions what regards 
the excessive weight given Beveridge the state- 
ments Lincoln’s one-time law partner, Herndon. 
So, introduction his subject proper, devotes 
well over fourth his first volume that part 
Lincoln’s career already covered Beveridge. 


Lincoln the President does not altogther complete the 
biographical picture. its subtitle indicates, carries 
down the story only the Gettysburg Address, Novem- 
ber 19, 1863. The remainder Lincoln’s life (nearly 
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seventeen month terms time), along with some im- 
portant aspects the pre-Gettysburg period, Professor 
Randall promises discuss future volumes, after the 
Robert Todd Lincoln collection Lincoln papers the 
Congressional Library becomes open investigators 
the summer 1947. 


But while Professor Randall has not felt able yet 
carry his work its logical end, what has given 
admirable spirit and method. shows nothing 
the idolater the iconoclast. His great learning makes 
him home among the authorities. His critical scholar- 
ship enables him properly evaluate them. And giv- 
ing his own conclusions any disputed matter 
careful point out whatever weight evidence and 
argument may lie against his views. 


Dr. Randall does not gloss over minimize Lincoln’s 
mistakes, nor does cry down those who, like McClellan, 
were victims them. But neither does omit mitigating 
circumstances and explanatory causes. His aim neither 
accuse nor excuse—simply tell the truth, far 
can now made out. 


Generally speaking, Lincoln gains under this treatment. 
the fiction all-wise, ever-patient, never-failing 
superman disappears from the biographical canvas, 
replaced far more attractive figure—that humble- 
hearted, well-meaning patriot, who, conscious his own 
deficiencies and the shortcomings those around him, 
did the best could from day day, amid surroundings 
always perplexing, often infuriating, 
whelming. And Dr. Randall’s pages see that figure 
grow mental and moral stature from politician 
statesman, from one content the leader party 
one ambitious the father reunited people. 
The deified Lincoln inspires awe, ridicule, according 
the measure one’s credulity. The human Lincoln wins 
sympathy and affection the measure one’s own 
humanity. 


Lincoln the President has forty-one full-page illustrations 
(two which are maps) and index. 


Among the illustrations Lincoln the President appear 
thirty-nine photographs made Mathew Brady, the 
photographer the Civil War period. Everyone who 
has looked all into the history that time has seen 
pictures made from Brady’s negatives, yet hardly anyone 
has known much about Brady himself, and those curious 
know more could find little help current books 
reference. 


Now Roy Meredith has come our rescue with his Mr. 
Lincoln’s Camera Man: Mathew Brady, which narrates 
the great photographer’s life some detail and gives 
generous sample Brady’s best work the 400 splendid 
photographic reproductions with which illustrated. 


Mathew Brady, born Irish stock Warren County, 
New York, about 1823, got his start life when one Wil- 
liam Page introduced him that many-sided genius 
Samuel Morse 1841. Morse taught young Brady 
the Daguerreotype process photography what time 
the latter could spare from earning living shop 
clerk. three years Brady set his own Daguer- 
reotype establishment which was successful en- 
courage him exhibit his productions the Chrystal 
Palace Exhibition London 1851. 
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England (besides winning first prize the Exposition) 
Brady learned the new (and vastly superior) “wet plate” 
method photography, and his return home quickly 
became even more “in fashion” than before. 
photographed Brady became sore accolade, and 
celebrities and would-be celebrities thronged his gallery. 
much so, that opened branch studio Wash- 
ington and, from 1861, made his home that city. 


When the War between the States came, Brady decided 
become its photographic historian. much labor 
and little personal peril, succeeded. Many others 
took pictures war scenes, but Brady and his carefully 
trained assistants were easily first this field. caught 
only one actual battle progress (Sharpsburg An- 
tictem), what said the only picture its kind 
taken throughout the war. But his photographs battle- 
fields and trenches, generals and men the ranks, 
camp scenes and marches had enormous popularity 
the time and still hold much their old thrill and appeal. 


later life Brady fell into business reverses and poverty. 
Congress bought what had left his negatives for the 
nation, but the $25,000 thus gained was not enough 
recoup Brady’s When died 1896 left 
almost literally nothing—except the high achievement 
having been the greatest photographer his own and 
all other times. 


the present volume handsome quarto) the pictures 
are greatly above the biography. Mr. Meredith’s 125 pages 
text tell more Brady than ever was told one place 
before, but the manner telling not impressive. Almost 
references are given, and Mr. Meredith’s occasional 
allusions the historical environment betray somewhat 
outmoded knowledge and viewpoint our Civil War. 


The pictures, though, are superb. Politicians, actresses, 
soldiers, statesmen, fine ladies—all are here. And grim 
scenes battle carnage, and even grimmer scenes the 
“Lincoln conspirators’” execution. And, the end 
the book, Brady Album 135 photographs with com- 
ment them, prepared Brady his last days for 
illustrated lecture did not survive deliver. 


The subtitle the book justified the fact that Brady’s 
Lincoln the Lincoln whose solemn, ugly—yet oddly 
winning—face all know. But Brady was more than 
Mr. Lincoln’s camera man. was America’s. 


Both the books here reviewed are recommended without 
reserve all readers above grade school age. 


Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Schuman, Frederick Soviet Politics Home and 
Abroad. Knopf. Feb. 11, 1946. xxii, 663, xxv $4.00. 


The scholarly and always readable Woodrow Wilson, 
Professor Government Williams College, 
duced highiy meritorious work this attempt foster 
unity through fuller understanding the USSR the 
part the citizens the Atlantic communities” (p. xix). 
Despite his profession objectivity and his fond hope for 
denunciation from “passionate lovers” 
haters” Russia alike Professor Schuman may well count 
fewer anathemas from the former camp than from the 
latter. His contribution will generally accepted 
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highly persuasive apologia for the present rule 
nor himself any less the master invective than the 
“sick souls”, “poison and jittery carpers whom 
censures for antagonism the USSR. 


Mr. Schuman admits that the modern 
régime totalitarian, but implies that might have 
been otherwise but for the quarantining Western 
racies and Russian democrats themselves who, their 
refusal play ball, forced the Bolsheviki have recourse 
absolutist methods. Political opponents the 
shevism 1917-18 should have taken political 
kiri; the capitalistic powers the West should have smiled 
the gospel world revolution and its preachers’ stra- 
tegic promise separate peace for weary masses, and 
Brest-Litovsk would never have occurred; all would have 
been well for democracy Russia! too, today, 
learn that the dream stems from democratic 
values. Its Soviet apostles have returned them form. 
They will yet return them substance the non- 
Soviet world will permit them to” (p. 326). 


Moreover, the Allied intervention 1918-21 served “to 
pave the way generation later for World War and 
even jeopardize unity among the United Nations the 
wake costly common Schuman assigns 
August, 1939 the date disillusioned Russia’s desperate 
recourse the role tertius gaudens; the fact seems 
rather that Lenin sought play that part 1917 when 
proposed peace with Germany unto hoped for mutual 
liquidation both imperialistic camps. 


Finally, the Dictatorship the Proletariat was achieved, 
and gave way Trotsky’s béte noire, the Dictatorship 
the Party, “bringing the gift light the dark 
Professor Schuman honest his description this story 
ruthlessness, but “tears for the victims who were cut 
down crushed need not blind observers the ultimate 
good attained. Liberal abhorrence the doctrine that 
the end justifies the means has relevance crises 
where the final alternatives pose question national 
life death” (p. 198). Accordingly, the author demands 
benevolence for Russia’s totalitarianism (though others 
must condemned), for “dictatorship has been the price 
survival for the USSR and for the United Nations. 
Herein lies its justification—save the eyes those who 
are concerned only with the propriety means and never 
with the primacy ends, with the eternal verities 
the exclusion the tough tasks the day, with the 
virtues national suicide under unrestricted freedom 
against the vices national survival way coercion” 


(p. 326). 


Students will thank Mr. Schuman for detailed account 
modern Russia’s constitutional history. Realistically 
points out that the country’s constitutions have best 
meant but democracy paper. observes that the 
much-vaunted Republics’ unqualified right secession 
from the Union will always prove impossible realization 
under one party rule where such attempt would 
evitably constitute breach Party discipline and act 
counter-revolution. Mr. Schuman asserts, 
cally, that paper democracy could any moment give 
way real democracy the USSR without changing 


word Stalin’s 1936 Constitution, and this 


ing that Document’s assertion (article 126) that the Com- 


munist party “is the leading core all organizations the 


working people, both public and state”, the 
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school separated from church whose enjoyment the 
freedom worship has compete with the freedom 
anti-religious propaganda (article 124). 


The concluding portions Mr. Schuman’s work are well 
worth study. Unwittingly coinciding with position often 
taken the Vatican (in which direction, may sus- 
pected, not too well Professor Schuman 
proposes the partial sacrifice sovereignty the part 
States World Federation the sine non per- 
manent peace the Atomic Era. rightly laments the 
rejection that scheme East and West alike and bit- 
terly declares that the United Nations infant 
senility before its birth. Thus, lasting co-operation 
the only two remaining world Powers. the USA 
and the USSR, the “spheres influence” basis the 
sole existing alternative destruction. Anglo-American 
recognition Russian mastery Balkania and Danubia 
with Russian recognition domination 
the West and the Mediterranean (!) the final Schu- 
man formula. 


Soviet Politics Home and Abroad represents the careful 
study scholar and writer; the book 
replete with valuable bibliography, and 
index. Professor Schuman has arranged admirable 
treatment welcome all anxious acquaint themselves 
with both sides great question. 


Frank Fadner. 


Scranton 


Catholic Literary Foundation --- February 
Selection 


Mueller, Francis John. They Knew Bruce. Feb. 
25, 1946. ix, 210p. $2.00. 


Some ago Father Mueller, Christ’s Twelve, pro- 
vided the general reader with thoughtful sketches the 
Apostles, Christ’s constant comranions during the public 
life and chosen messengers the Gospel after the Ascen- 
sion. The New Testament makes mention, however, 
many besides the Apostles who were direct contact 
with Christ, heard His doctrine and were recipients 
His grace. Still others are mentioned who may not have 
seen Christ the flesh but learned about Him first 
hand from Paul and the other Apostles and thus acquired 
more than ordinary knowledge the Master. 


Even casual reading the Gospels, Acts and Epistles 
reveals among the acquaintances and followers Christ 
considerable diversity character, temperament and gifts, 
both nature and grace. drew not equal spiritual 
profit from their knowledge the Saviour and some knew 
Him only their own destruction. One thing, however, 
the New Testament personages have common: that 
they are very much alive and human. This very humanity 
which stands out clearly the Scripture references 
added proof that human beings are written about and 
not the characters fiction. The author, his preface 
They Knew Christ, recalls this general truth stating 
that the New Testament’s “outstanding quality, aside 
from inspiration, its aliveness. The men and women 
who figure are not mere puppets; they are astound- 
ingly vital and alive”. 


Seventeen characters widely varied type are discussed 
the sixteen chapters They Knew Christ. Some are 
saints and heroes, such the Evangelist Luke, the “most 
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dear physician” the Epistle the Colossians, and those 
four early heralds the Gospel, John Mark, Timothy, 
Titus, Barnabas and Stephen the first martyr. Others 
sketched are the less noble side and were among those 
who profited not all—at least the time—by knowing 
Christ. Such are the Roman Pilate, Annas and Caiphas, 
Jewish priests disloyal their calling, and Herod Antipas 
family little disposed accept Christ King. Other 
sketches are devoted the Rich Young Man the 
Gospel, the blind beggar Bartimaeus, Longinus the soldier, 
the practical Martha, Magdalen the sinner, John the 
precursor and Joseph the foster father Christ. what 
has written about all the above the author declares 
that “no more than one mind’s estimate some 
the New Testament people when they have sat for their 
portraits; seeks more than show them essen- 
tial and vital human 


Details about the lives and persons many the char- 
acters chosen Father Mueller for consideration are 
scant indeed. This quite understandable insofar the 
New Testament was written bear witness the Person 
and teachings Christ and not present complete bio- 
graphical and factual data about all the people and events 
mentioned within its covers. But from the limited details 
available, and especially from their recorded reactions 
the Messias, possible form fairly accurate picture 
the characters question. This precisely what the 
author has done for the ordinary reader. There are 
citations Scripture texts critical footnotes but the 
judicious use all New Testament references each 
the persons quite evident. Needless say imagination 
and inference had play important part but they are 
used not contradict any important historical fact. 
Some may feel that the treatment the Rich Young Man 
more harsh than necessary that the 
Martha may have been more contemplative than herein 
pictured. But these and other shortcomings can readily 
excused when recall the author’s emphasis upon 
the fact that these are one mind’s reflections and claim 
nothing more. would injustice not add that 
the characterizations reveal considerable orderly planning 
and are written the smooth and convincing style evi- 
denced previous works. 


They Knew Christ takes place among popular works 
devotion. The reader will find that after reading the 
New Testament figures are more real him 
insight into Christ’s influence souls has thereby grown. 
book for casual spiritual reading time retreat 
during the year. High school religion courses and li- 
braries will also find useful addition. 


William Gibbons, 


Associate Editor “America” 
* 


Thirkell, Angela. 
295p. 


Those who are familiar with the Thirkell pattern will 
know just what expect this book; those who enjoy 
her style will pleased with the present Again 
wartime England—her deep-country Barsetshire with 
its Victorian English regimentation and its old-world way 
Again wartime—a wartime characterized 
mostly the uprooting pleasant habits, accustomed 
patterns. Again the characters are drawn from all grades 
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English society and know their places prefectly that 
complex social stratification. Those characters are 
usual human beings whose foibles are lightly emphasized 
but who are shown essentially good and lovable people 
even though times somewhat irritating. usual the 
plot the story but tenuous one. Miss Thirkell never 
depends upon plot—for her the character, the situ- 
ation and the reaction. this book the chief characters 
are: Jane Gresham, whose naval husband missing 
action, and who worries about her reaction that situa- 
tion while keeping abreast her eight year old son; Miss 
Bunting, the perfect governess who models the hesitant 
and nervous Anne Fielding into perfect gentlewoman, 
the final act her distinguished career; young Robin 
Dale who has lost foot the war and never quite suc- 
ceeds understanding his octogenarian father, gentle 
old minister; Sam Adams, pushing industrialist, and his 
daughter Heather who attempt crash the higher levels 
society. always the situation and the charming 
bumbling way which the characters meet evade 
issues. far the war concerned Barsetshire 
“muddling through” the most approved British manner 
and sacrificing few possible the social niceties. 
Satire and nostalgia are blended charmingly Miss Bunt- 
ing, indeed difficult certain where one begins 
and the other leaves Style, pace and subject matter 
are more suited for adults but there seems nothing else 
that would render the book unsuitable for high school 
readers. 


* * * 


Vance, Ethel. Winter Meeting. Little, Brown. Feb. 20, 


1946. 255p. $2.50. 


Susan Grieve was, before the story begins, shy but com- 
petent person, honest, fastidious and tolerant company 
which included several outright fools. One the latter, 
Stacy, sets the action motion; feline creature 
can found book, reminiscent the apocryphal 
stories attached Woollcott overzealous anecdotists, 
lapping the cream society, collecting and neglecting im- 
portant people, dabbling sex and manners, androgy- 
nous demi-god out the classics. Through Stacy’s 
pandering interference, Susan introduced John Novak, 
husky hero home from the Pacific. The story tells 
four days their life. the first night they meet “this 
remarkable and lovely quote the blurb— 
who goes bed with the lonely sailor, and then takes 
him her Connecticut farm for weekend Voice the 
Turtle Novak remembers time Mass 
Sunday, and begins think out loud thereafter. 
result, there isn’t anything else done; thev 
ways, although the author ends note, which will 
called intriguing and mystical, al] “the power one 
kind love beyond the 


The novel also presented spiritual story-—presum- 
ably because Susan’s father was Unitarian minister 
whose attempts social reform led him into financial 
stupidity and remotely caused madness and suicide, and 
because Novak had once planned priest, although 
obviously was never suited for such vocation. Susan’s 
mother was dipsomaniac; worse, she was Irish, and the 
Irish are always “mystic” and “orgiastic” (p. 131). There 
are other snide remarks: Novak and Susan both consider 
medal fetish; Jesuits are clever; priests are eunuchs, 
people who are known their spotted soutanes (in 
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Wisconsin) their smutty stories basketball team 
dinners. Stacy, course, finds celibacy irrational; Susan 
considers Novak’s virginity the result tiresome up- 
bringing”; confession horrible experience, “greasy old 
men and women, murmuring stale secrets”; the authority 
the Church comparable fascism, “the smugness 
all the organized bullying ideologies”; Christ broke the 
world because was “the great aristocrat, and bour- 
geois ever quite believes Him” (p. 179). Novak has 
wild ideas sadistic God pursuing him through the 
Pacific and feels that has been “thrown out”. Smart 
authors, and people who continue the paper shortage 
publishing their bilge, might try stop thinking out loud 
like the voces populi Life. 
buying public really below 
James Edward Tobin, 
Fordham 


* 
Adamson, Hans Christian. Eddie Rickenbacker. 
Feb. 19, $2.75. 


When the Army bomber taking Eddie Rickenbacker 
secret mission the South Pacific was reported missing 
the fall 1942 the nation was stunned the loss 
man whose name had become synonymous with the 
history modern power transportation highways and 
airways. Weeks later, thrilled the cheering story 
his rescue together with six companions who survived the 
ordeal twenty-four days adrift rafts. Now, 
story unassuming and retiring the subject himself, 
written life-long friend and companion that al- 
most fatal mission, learn the qualities that enabled 
“Rick” the chief sustaining spirit that group 
wrecked and despairing. that same idealism, daunt- 
less courage the face defeat and indomitable will 
lead that have brought him the fore all his under- 
takings. 


Rickenbacker’s life has been one action 
and adventure. youngster was not him 
one the gang, but rather leader the gang. 
eleven, after the death his father, threw off the 
cloak boyhood assume man’s responsibility pro- 
viding for his that day his life was 
devoted work and Whether worked with 
push-mobiles, bicycles the newhorn motor buggy, every 
fiber his energy was applied the acquisition 
thorough knowledge his task. start the 
bottom, accepted the most menial positions and fought 
his way the top. When turned auto racing 
was there that did everytime. But each 
new found him imbued with the same 
With the outbreak World War went 
seas chauffeur, but had not the slightest intention 
drive staff cars France. his ambition 
become pilot the Air Corps was realized 
returned home hailed the Ace American Aces. 


However, success did not always come easily; nor did 
remain long once attained. For years Rickenbacker had 
dreamed building the Great American Automobile. 
Unwilling compromise with the best insisted 
stalling four wheel brakes added safety measure. 
But his very determination against competitiors who ridi- 
culed the new innovation crowded him into failure. From 
that time concentrated his efforts the expanding 
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industry. After repeated periods success and 
failure stands today the head the great Eastern 
Air Lines—The Rickenbacker Line. 


Nothing better illustrates Rickenbacker’s philosophy than 
these ideas taken from his own writings: want you 
remember that practically everything have been able 
accomplish due willingness work any kind 
job could get until could better 


trouble with lot people that they are not 
willing begin anywhere order get fighting chance. 
They are all dolled with lot fool pride which 
constantly holding them back. advice such 
fellow Throw away that false pride. honest work 
beneath you. Jump and demonstrate your superi- 
Once you get the payroll, make your mind 
master everything about your own job, and get ready 
for the job the top. Your particular task merely 
one end trail that leads the driver’s seat. That 
ismy philosophy success. works, have tried out.” 


Lest anyone suppose that here man without faults 
failings may immediately noted that there at- 
tempt his biographer’s part picture Rickenbacker 
virtue. After finishing this sincere account 
the reader will feel that has followed the life 
human being, not the distorted fantasy some 
hero worshipper. heartily recommended suitable 
for all classes readers. 
Francis Ullrich, 


Manhattan College, 


* * 


Burton, Katherine. According the Pattern. Longmans. 


Feb. 20, 1946. 252p. $2.00. 


During the closing years the first half the 19th cen- 
there was born and reared Edinburgh girl who, 
her adult years, was destined not only become 
convert but the spearhead revived missionary activity 
which continually assuming greater importance the 
Church’s unremitting quest for pagan souls. Agnes Mc- 
Laren was the daughter Duncan and Christine McLaren 
and, after her mother’s early death, was reared her 
father’s third wife, Priscilla. Both father 
mother were active civic affairs and championed various 
movements the day. Family ties were close 
and home environment wholesome that Agnes Mc- 
Laren grew age she also grew wisdom and developed 
upright, sincere, level-headed, intelligent woman 
with intense interest reforming various public in- 
justices and immoralities and educating her fellowmen. 
She matured Evangelical Protestant the Presby- 
variety, having strong faith, definite sense the 
presence God and her duty toward Him. 


Having been interested for several years reform move- 
ments, such woman’s suffrage, penal reform, abolition 
vice, and education, Agnes, her 
inspired the struggle against odds her friend 
Sophia Jex-Blake for medical career, determined study 
medicine that she might minister the physical needs 
suffering humanity worthy way worship God. 
Barred from her native university because her sex she 
found, through the intercession Cardinal Manning, the 
taking degree medicine the Uni- 
versity Montpellier France which she supplemented 
later taking the exams for United Kingdom degree 


Burton 
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the University Dublin. While attending school she 
occupied quarters convent. Though she admired 
she remained Protestant, feeling that she 
could worship God best her own way. However 
one occasion she made private retreat under the Abbe 
Perra, practice she continued for almost twenty years 
until her conversion 1898. During years she 
was engaged the practice medicine Cannes, dis- 
continually the charity for which she became 
noted. 


Age and failing health begin limit her practice and she 
moved villa the Cap d’Antibes where she con- 
tinued her works charity and such practice her 
health would permit. Here 1904 the age sixty- 
eight she first became interested what was prove the 
most important work her life. Meeting certain 
Monsignor Wagner, Mill Hill missionary, she learned 
the difficulties faced India the Catholic missionaries 
where the custom “purdah” completely prevented them 
from establishing contact with the native women. She 
also learned that Protestant missioners overcame this dif- 
ficulty the use medically trained women missioners 
whose medical care was the entering wedge for proselytiz- 
ing activities. Agnes McLaren then determined that her 
real work was the establishment Catholic medical mis- 
sionary service women and embarked upon forth- 
with. co-operation with group English women 
she helped establish hospital Rawalpindi and, while 
attempting find woman doctors staff adequately, 
learned the difficulties inherent using lay people for 
that sort work. Eventually she decided that religious 
order capable medical and nursing service was required. 
But then she met the prohibition the Church against 
religious with public vows engaging medical practice 
and obstetrical nursing. Year after year she took her 
appeal, buttressed cogent arguments, the hierarchy, 
Rome and the Holy Father himself but always with- 
out success. Undaunted she carried meanwhile search- 
ing always for competent women doctors staff her Indian 
hospital. Toward the close her life she began cor- 
respond with promising prospect, Anna Dengel, for 
whose education the University Dublin she arranged. 
Then April 17, 1913 Agnes McLaren died. 


From the peaceful life the Austrian Tyrol came Anna 
Dengel carry the work which Agnes McLaren had 
envisioned. Alone, strange land, alien pro- 
fession, through war which her people lost she per- 
severed with courage and fidelity achieve her medical 
degree. From Dublin she went India where, during 
several years practice, she gathered firsthand informa- 
tion the problems involved. Realizing the necessity 
expansion, both facilities and personnel, she went 
England and then came the United States where her 
pleas met cheerful aid from the three eastern Cardinals, 
from the clergy and laity. Then Washington 1925 
came the beginning the dream. There under the appro- 
bation Archibishop Curley and with the help the 
Holy Cross Fathers she established religious institution 
for the medical missionary apostolate. Modestly and not 
without troubles the institution grew and then climatically 
1936 came the relaxation the ecclesiastical prohibi- 
tion and the institute became religious congregation with 
public vows. Thus was born the Society Catholic 
Medical Missionaries—thus Agnes McLaren’s 
came Anna Dengel’s reality. 
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Miss Burton has written straightforward account the 


lives and works Agnes McLaren and Anna Dengel. 


Undistinguished style and not definitive biography 
either the women their institution yet this 
worthwhile book for general reading and especially inter- 
esting for any layman who wishes know something 
missionary work. 


Catholic Book Club---January Selection 


Haggerty, Edward, Guerrilla Padre Mindanao. 
Longmans, Green. Feb. 20, 1946. 257p. $2.75. 


Sunday May 10, 1942 General Sharp had said 
Father Haggerty, after message from MacArthur indi- 
cated that immediate aid was forthcoming, give you 
all Mindanao”. What the Filipinos did with Mindanoa 
during the Jap occupation this record based Father 
Haggerty’s diary. From clean-ordered existence rector 
the Ateneo Cagayan the life guerrilla padre, 
plunging through jungles, sleeping anywhere, starving, 
constant danger capture and death, was Father Hag- 
gerty’s lot. Throughout the two and half years covered 
the narrative Father Haggerty combined the qualities 
and duties parish priest and liaison person for 
the American military and the native armies guerrilla 
warriors. first-hand saw the rapacity and cruelty 
the Japs, whose deeds inflamed and solidified the Fili- 
pino masses. When their spirit was sufficiently aroused 
and meager supply guns and ammunition gathered, 
guerrilla tactics became possible and were voted. Father 
Haggerty and his colleagues did nothing “to sway people 
begin armed guerrilla”. But they did support the de- 
cision and ministered spiritually and every other way. 
For time and certain places the island Mindanao 
the guerrillas had complete control; then increasing Jap 
onslaughts forced back the Filipinos until they were 
state collapse the time MacArthur’s landing 
the Philippines. 


Above all Guerrilla Padre impresses one honestly writ- 
ten. plays down the facts and the hardships 
would expect from humble autobiographer rather than 
exalt them might expect from outside reporter. 
Withal one sees what Jap occupation meant; one probes 
the depths Filipino faith and courage; becomes evi- 
dent what would have happened the world had the 
Japs become the rulers. Passages describing the torture 
two priests reminiscent the martyrdom the 
Jesuit saints North America related Father Tal- 
bot’s superb biography, Saint Among Savages. The ac- 
count atrocities, particularly from page 186-190, may 
prove quite strong fare for most adolescents though 
there nothing basically objectionable it. recom- 
mend the entire book for general reading. 


* * * 


Davis, Clyde The Stars Incline. 
Jan. 21, 1946. 280p. $2.75. 


This the story man trying find his place life— 
trying find the certainty which will enable him work 
clear-headedly toward correct goal. His problem com- 
plicated when loves and weds self seeking woman 
who cares nothing for his troubles but only for her own 
success. Not until breaks away from her does find 
his niche the scheme things and, eventually, happi- 


Farrar Rinehart. 


Haggerty Davis Pratt 


Best SELLERs 


ness. The time the present with the war thrown 
clarifying incident and the story being told flash. 
back earlier incidents Barnett Morgan’s career. 


Barney Morgan, from small and solid Nebraska town, 
graduated from journalism school and soon found job 
the Denver Post. believed that newspaperman 
should combine keen analysis with sort prescience 
future events and proceeded train himself accordingly, 
His success newspaperdom was rapid and steady. 
soon joined wire agency and was later transferred 
their home office New York where specialized mostly 
political news. Denver had met two girls— 
sturdy, wholesome, commonsense Joan Neal and glamor. 
ous Marjory Sanderson. fell blindly love with Mar. 
jory and after acquiescing reluctantly her proposal 
companionate marriage later married her. For several 
years his success continued but was never happy with 
Marjory who placed her own interests above his. When 
the war came covered Spanish, English, African, 
ian and French fronts. Marjory divorced him and 
married during his absence. Wounded, discouraged and 
with his clarity thinking shattered returned 
America where again met bathtub 
the Hotel Pennsylvania finally discovered that had 
made mistake marrying her, that that mistake was 
responsible for all his troubles and that could now 
restart his life peace and freedom with Joan. 


Barney established life vague pattern dramatic 
unity which man did what did not that unity. 
did something that disordered the pattern then 
was wrong and could find happiness only returning 
the pattern. general the book fairly done with char. 
acterization being smooth but superficial. Thinking 
vague and definitely confused. There some profanity, 
several objectionable references, 193-4 and 
cially offensive reference the Blessed Virign 
page 14. The book seems suitable for adults but there 
too little value for any definite recommendation. 


Pratt, Brébeuf and His Brethren (The North 
can Martyrs). The Basilian Press (Detroit). 66p. 


This narrative poem marked the emergence the United 
States reputation long honored Canada. 
Pratt now coming into his own this country with the 
wide sales his Collected Poems, published 1945, but 
seems well bring the particular attention 
Catholic audience his magnificent contribution 
Catholic literature this continent, too little noticed 
the time its publication. 


Brébeuf and His Brethren begins with swift glance 
the religious rebirth Europe the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries: the great saints, the orders 
revivified, the deeds, writings, and visions, 
the brief summary with the founding the 
Jesus Saint Ignatius Loyola. From this point, Pratt nar 
rows his focus concentrate the eagerness 
Jesuits France for the conversion the Huron Indians 
and commences his story proper with vision 
Christ carrying His cross, vision that came 
neophyte his prayers Bayeux, and served 
vision his own Via Dolorosa the Canadian 
Brébeuf’s prayers and studies are then concentrated in?) 


masterly sixteen-line summary the Jesuit program. 
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this summary forms the key the story labor and 
martyrdom, give here: 


the prayers, 

The meditations, points and colloquies, 

Was built the soldier and the martyr programme. 
This the end man—Deum laudet, 

seek and find the will God, act 
Upon for the ordering life, 

And for the soul’s beatitude. This 

do, this not do. weigh the sin; 

The interior understanding followed 

the amendment the deed through grace; 
The abnegation the evil thought 

And act; the trampling the body under; 
The daily practice the counter virtues. 

And constant the soul’s determination, 
Desire and sense obedient the reason. 


matter for wonder and admiration that Pratt, not 
Catholic, but ordained Methodist minister, should 
able express perfectly the essence Catholicity 
its Jesuit form, and still more marvelous that nar- 
poem, full dramatic power and action, every 
word should imbued with that spirit. Through all the 
rough and down-to-earth description the life among 
the Indians Brébeuf and his companions, suppliants, 
friends, slaves; the smoky cabins and the dirty food— 
the reader feels behind the hard and simple 
words the pulse, like heartbeat, those lines: 


And constant the soul’s determination, 
Desire and sense obedient the reason. 


Still more loudly those lines, and the spirit they com- 
press, ring out through the clamor Indian wars, and 
sound over the final scene bloody torture and martyr- 
dom. 


Brébeuf and His Brethren, either its separately pub- 
form, (where the reader has the advantage 
excellently drawn simple map used end papers) 
the Collected Poems, strongly recommended all 
Catholics, for its religious and philosophical virtues, and 
also memorable esthetic experience. 


Kenton Kilmer, 
Arlington, Virginia 


First George Washington Carver Award 


Cook, Fannie. Mrs. Palmer’s Honey. Doubleday. Feb. 


$2.50. 


The fight Negroes “for their rights men” the 
central theme this prize-winning novel. Its background 
that the semi-prosperous Ville, negro city within 
the city St. Louis. Its characters are chiefly those 
the Hoop family which Honey the eldest daughter, 
the one who managed the white Palmer household that 
she was indispensable. the white people she was Mrs. 
Palmer’s Honey rather than the individual Honey Hoop. 


Through her brother Lamb, Honey became acquainted 
with the CIO for Lamb was one their organizers, ex- 
emplifying high type leadership aiming co-operating 
with industry rather than sabotaging Snake Williams 
would have done. The struggle the Negro and white 
union leaders achieve their goal democratic and 


Cook Husslein Wilder Holding 
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worthwhile unionism carried out debates and muni- 
cipal electioneering rather than through strikes and bloody 
picketing and strike-breaking tactics. the midst these 
union activities Honey assumes new role and turns into 
CIO’s Honey, stalwart aide the organizers. When 
the Negroes wish buy residential property white 
area Honey, with her entrée into white circles, who 
solves the problem. Mrs. Palmer’s Honey fairly good 
propaganda novel, depicting the rights the Negroes. 
Certainly Miss Cook understands the Negroes. 
novelist her qualities are good but not those genius. 
Adults will find enjoyable. 


Husslein, Joseph, ed. The Golden Years, story the 
Holy Family, Wife, Mother, and Apostle Christian 
Charity and Joseph Husselein, S.J., Co-author and Editor. 
Bruce. Feb. 15, 1946. 197p. $1.75. 


With intimate tenderness and unquestionable insight and 
correctness the author has given story and medita- 
tion what may have been the family life the proto- 
type all Christian families, from the Incarnation the 
beginning the public ministry Christ. The thirty 
chapters recall the thirty years our Lord’s hidden life. 


Particularly the chapters devoted the early Child- 
hood does the author show the keenest understanding 
and unbounded mother-love Mary. For 
and inspirational account The Golden Years might well 
recommended any class reader spiritual de- 
votional reading. aid for daily meditation, the 
little book would prove treasure suggestion young 
and old. 


The Golden Years possesses pleasing literary style, easily 
readable although close scrutiny reveals periodic changes 
both writing technique and intimacy, possibly due 
the fact that the co-author compiling the chapters was 
forced change the original meditative recordings into 
its present form order produce coherent unit. 


The Golden Years particularly recommended young 


readers. 
Mary Bourke, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


* * * 


Wilder, Robert. Written the Wind. Putnam. 
18, 1946. 338p. $2.75. 


This reviewer sees need adding the paper shortage 
long-drawn account utterly useless novel about 
nymphomaniac, dipsomaniacs, and the antics the 
idle rich who congregate about the heirs fabulous 
tobacco fortune. Its only value would showing the 
dangers having too much money and too much time 
which dissipate it. Definitely not recommended for 
any purpose. 


Jan. 


Inner Sanctum Mystery Special 


Holding, Elisabeth Sanxay. The Innocent Mrs. Duff. 
Simon and Schuster. Feb. 21, 1946. 199p. $2.00. 


the first new series novels “suspense”, the 
publishers have chosen present feminine counterpart 
the Crime Club’s identical story Dorothy Disney. 
the latter, husband seeks get rid unwanted 
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wife; here, wife seeks release from her spouse; both 
the men are hopeless dipsomaniacs. 


old Greek, Aristotle, now dead and completely for- 
gotten, once wrote that the chief figure tragedy should 
some stature least, should decline from greatness 
littleness, but should remain recognizable that the 
audience could follow with pity and fear his decline and 
fall. While this advice was not offered with any mystery 
story writers mind, was and sound psychology for 
all writers. The moderns, groping for novelty all cost, 
have abandoned sound sense. Mr. Duff weakling 
from the first page, where begins—for understand- 
able reason—to object his second wife’s voice, breakfast 
conversation, natural charm and interest his son’s up- 
bringing, the last, where commits suicide. be- 
tween, turns drink, consumes more bottles than any 
other remembered criminal, engages blackmail, kills 
neighbor, plots force his wife into adulterous situa- 
tion and pointlessly besmirch her name, and agrees 
kill English captain. His associate ex-soldier, 
serving chauffeur, who possesses good traits, either. 
there any suspense all, over the amount 
liquor Duff can consume without falling down. The 
trend the plot obvious, and cannot match the com- 
petence Cornell Woolrich William Irish. Mrs. Duff 
remains charming throughout, and one wonders why she 
lies futile attempt establish alibi for her hus- 


band. 
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